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Objectives 

Å Describe two advantages of utilizing a functional mobility evaluation 

when prescribing and justifying a wheelchair. 

 

Å Identify three outcome measures to assess fall risk in ambulatory 

patients and two outcome measures utilized to justify need for power 

assistance for use when pursuing wheeled mobility. 

 

Å List three ways in which local coverage determination impacts eligibility 

for complex rehabilitation technology. 

 

Å Compare the individual roles of the seating team including the 

therapist, patient, and durable medical equipment provider, and 

describe 3 differences between each. 

 



www.kennedykrieger.org 

CRT: What makes it so complex?? 

Status: Itôs complicated ! 

Lots of 
involved 
players 

Patient 
understanding 

of process 

Rules, 
Regulations, 

Timelines 
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What Is The Seating Team? 

Clinical 
Team 

ÅPhysician 

ÅTherapists 

ÅOther Specialists 
(Orthotic Team) 

Seating 
Industry  

ÅSupplier 

ÅManufactures 

Patientôs 
team 

ÅPatient 

ÅCaregivers 

ÅPayers 

Seating Team 
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Roles Of The Seating Team 

Å Patient  

 

Å Physician 

 

Å Therapists 

 

Å Supplier 

 

Å Manufacturer 

 

Å Caregiver 

 

Å Payer 

Identify goals, articulate needs, decision maker 

 

Evaluate and document mobility needs 

 

Examine, evaluate, trial products, document 

 

Demo products, measure, home assessment 

 

Provide demo equipment, configure set up 

 

Support patient, undergo training, identify limitations 

 

Review documentation, provide funding 
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Seating Clinic Challenges  

ÅRules, Requirements, Guidelines 

ÅConflicting Recommendations 

ÅFunding 

ÅPatient Understanding 

ÅDocumentation 
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Challenges: Rules, Requirements, and 
Timelines 

ÅMedicare Rules 

 

ÅOther Payers 

 

ÅTimelines 

 

ÅLocal Coverage Determination 
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Challenges: Conflicting Recommendations 

ÅPhysician documentation of function 

ÅPhysical and Occupational therapy goals and 

documentation of function 

ÅOrthotics team 
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Challenges: Funding 

ÅMedicare 

ïñIn-homeò rule 

ïPower seat functions 

ïProgressive diagnoses 

ï5-7 year life of equipment 

ïAlternative funding for ñupgradesò 
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Challenges: Funding  

ÅMedicaid 

ïAlternate funding restrictions 

ïState rules 

 

ÅOther Insurances 

ïBeginning to follow Medicare guidelines 

 

ÅHome Health Services 

ïBilling restrictions 
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Challenges: Understanding The Process 

ÅPatient Expectations: 

ï It will be quick 

ï It will be funded 

ï It will be an easy transition 

 

ÅClinician Knowledge/Experience: 

ïClients may have little to no experience with wheeled 

mobility 

ïClient may be overwhelmed with options 

ïClient may feel limited by options 
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Physician Guide to Seating Clinic 
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Physician Guides for Clinic 
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Physician Guides for Clinic 

Repairs or Modifications to Current Wheelchair 
 

1) Necessary if chair is less than 5 years old, as patient will not qualify for a new chair 

unless: 

a. There is a new diagnosis (cannot be a change or progression of current diagnosis) 

b. There is a significant weight gain 

c. Growth in a child 

2) Medical appointment must document that the patient was evaluated and/or treated for a 

condition that supports the need for the wheelchair 

a. Unlike power, the primary reason for the visit does not have to state ñmobility 
examination.ò 

b. However, the documentation does need to demonstrate support for the need of a 

w/c (i.e. UE and/or LE paralysis, ñnon-functional ambulation,ò etc.) 
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Functional Mobility Evaluation 

ÅAdvantages: 

 

 1- All supportive documentation in one place- 

 including all outcomes measures 

 

 2- Systematic evaluation 








